The Friends at Electric Boat US Troop Support Group, is in its fifth year providing care packages to local US Service personnel Deployed in the War on Terrorism in Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait and other supporting countries such as Djibouti, Africa.  In 2008, the Friends at EB supplied 800 care packages supporting the 80 person Inshore Boat Unit 22 out of New London Sub Base Groton, the 150 person 1109th Aviation Classification Repair Activity Depot (AVCRAD) and the 20 member 185th Aviation Unit both out of Groton Airport.  We also support any local service personnel, especially friends and family members of supporters and also include all the individual augment sailors deployed out of the New London Sub Base.  We ship out care packages four times a year Spring, Summer, Fall and especially at Christmas.  If you would like to support local service personnel currently deployed you can bring a signed card of support or donation of care items to the Jonathan Trumbull Library, Lebanon Town Clerks office or the Lebanon Senior Center or The Computer Tamers Store in Willimantic.  Collections will run until the third week in June in preparation for the summer care package shipments.  
You can contact Bill Dodge, Founder of the Friends at Electric Boat to sponsor a care package with a $25 donation.  You can also contact Bill if you have a local service person you would like to receive a care package (no donation required).  Contact information is Bill Dodge at 860-642-6642 and e-mail bdodge6642@charter.net.

To date, the Friends at EB have shipped 1756 care packages containing over 17,000 pounds of care items.

TROOP SUPPORT CARE ITEMS REQUESTED:

MORALE SUPPORT (Most Important Care Item)

CARDS AND LETTERS FILLED OUT TO SERVICE PERSONNEL WITH OUR THANKS FOR THEIR SERVICE

Other similar expressions of appreciation ideas accepted (Service Personnel receiving this care are our Family, Friends, and Neighbors)

TOILETRIES

SHAVING RAZORS 2 PER BOX

TRAVEL SIZE SHAVING CREAM

HOTEL SIZE SHAMPOO (HOTEL PRODUCTS ACCEPTED)

HOTEL SIZE CONDITIONER (HOTEL PRODUCTS ACCEPTED)

HOTEL SIZE MOISTURIZER (HOTEL PRODUCTS ACCEPTED)

TOOTHBRUSHES

TRAVEL SIZE TOOTH PASTE

TOOTH FLOSS

SMALL HAND SANITIZER OR LIQUID BODY SOAP

CHAP STICK OR OTHER LIP BALM

SMALL VISINE OR EYE WASH PRODUCT

HAND SANITIZING WIPES - INDIVIDUAL PACKS SMALL

WIPES - BABY WIPES - BODY WIPES LARGE PACKS

Bar Soap

Q-Tips

Deodorant

Small Mouthwash

KLEENEX

SUNSCREEN** Especially Important for Summer

Other similar items accepted

CANDY/SNACKS

**Avoid chips/light snack items or glass and liquid containing items that would not travel well*
Hard or Gummy CANDY - No Chocolate as it will melt  

GUM

LIFE SAVERS

BEEF SUMMER SAUSAGE (NO PORK)

SINGLE SERVING NUTS - ANY VARIETY

SINGLE SERVING SUNFLOWER SEEDS

TRAIL MIX

SLIM JIMS

BEEF JERKY

SMOKED FISH TIN OR READY TO EAT FOIL PACK

TUNA CUPS or TINNED READY TO EAT CHICKEN

DRINK MIXES TO ADD TO WATER

PEANUT BUTTER (12 oz max)

DRIED FRUIT SNACKS

COFFEE OR TEA

Other similar items accepted that would be suitable for shipment

ENTERTAINMENT ETC.

DVD MOVIES (GENTLY USED ACCEPTED) RATED R AND BELOW

Books or Books on DVD or Books on Tape (GENTLY USED ACCEPTED) 

Small Travel Games for Adults, Cribbage Board, Travel Chess Set, UNO, etc.

New T-SHIRTS or HATS 

STATIONARY KITS (PEN PAPER ENVELOPES)

Other similar items accepted

